Passé composé ou Imparfait?

passé composé

What happened?
=>»Specific action or an event
> Keeps story moving forward

= Answers "What happened next?"

imparfait
What was going on?
How was it?
What was happening (when)...?

=» Description / State of Mind
Je savais que tu étais intélligent!

espérer étre
penser avoir
pouvoir aimer
savoir croire
vouloir détester

= What was happening (when)...

(was ....-ing)

Je faisais mes devoirs quand quelqu'un a
frappé a la porte.

=>» Habitual/repeated action in the past
(used to/would)

Quand j'étais petit, je passais tous les étés
chez ma grand-mere.

Use I'imparfait mostly for.....

date

weather

time

scenery

age
appearance
physical traits
clothing
health
feelings
attitudes
intentions
thoughts & knowledge



